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cult of the kite, which has far wider ramifications than those
mentioned above, and which could hardly have arisen in
connexion with an invention derived from the purely secular
occupation of fowling.  As an alternative, I should like to
suggest the bull-roarer, a flat object which is raised from the
ground on a string, and which is extremely sacred.  As an
argument in support of this suggestion it may be noted that
the effect of the bull-roarer is to produce a loud humming
noise, and that in Japan, Annam, Cambodia, and Java a
musical bow is often attached to the kite to act as a hummer
(N. K, Chadwick, loc. cit. pp. 483, 485).   Another point to
be noted is that the bull-roarer is usually, if not always,
taboo to women.  In the same way, it appears that through-
out the area of the kite cult the kite is never flown by women,
iWe are definitely told that in Japan 'girls never have kites'
(ibid., p. 484), and elsewhere, both in myth and in actual
practice, the kite seems to be flown exclusively by men.
We may perhaps conclude, then, that in some one area of
the ancient Chinese civilization the bull-roarer was developed
into the kite, and that the kite, in association with a cult
which was partly new and partly old, was diffused to the
lands and islands to the east and south.
Throughout the greater part of this area we find that the
kite has still religious associations. In others it has de-
generated into a mere toy. On the fringe of the area there is,
however, a number of islands and parts of islands in which
the kite is put to a practical use; it is used for fishing. Pro-
fessor Balfour published a monograph on the fishing-kite
(Essays presented to W. Ridgeway, pp. 583 ff.). He teEs us
that the practice of kite-fishing is confined to two areas.
The larger includes the north coast of Java, Southern
Celebes, Banda Island, and the Moluccas, with an outlier at
Singapore. The smaller includes a number of the smaller
islands off the south-east corner of New Guinea, the southern
members of the Solomon Islands, and the Islands of Santa

